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Jaundice screening algorithm – WPH Newborn Nursery 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check transcutaneous 

bilirubin (TcB) level 

Assess gestational age 

35 – 37 6/7 

wks 
>38 wks 

Assess Coombs result Assess Coombs result 

Coombs 

positive 

Coombs 

negative or 

not tested 

Coombs 

positive 

Coombs 

negative or 

not tested 

Determine threshold for 

phototherapy 

In Bilitool, use the 

“HIGHER RISK” row 

under “Phototherapy 

Guidelines (2004)” 

Determine threshold for 

phototherapy 

In Bilitool, use the 

“MEDIUM RISK” row 

under “Phototherapy 

Guidelines (2004)” 

Determine threshold for 

phototherapy 

In Bilitool, use the 

“LOWER RISK” row 

under “Phototherapy 

Guidelines (2004)” 

Is the transcutaneous bilirubin (TcB) within 3mg/dL of the phototherapy threshold or above the phototherapy threshold?  

Yes. 

Collect 

serum 

bilirubin 

No. 

Continue 

routine 

montoring 

TsB 
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Assessment of total serum bilirubin (TsB) 
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Is the total serum bilirubin (TsB) within 3mg/dL of the phototherapy threshold or above the phototherapy threshold? 

See guidance on page 1 of this document to determine baby’s phototherapy threshold. 

Yes. 

Report 

result to 

physician 

No. 

Continue 

routine 

montoring 

TsB 
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